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Mr. President, I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I thank the 
chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Transportation and the ranking mem-
ber for their efforts. I believe we are 
about ready to wrap up this very im-
portant appropriations bill. There are 
good-faith negotiations underway right 
now. I am hopeful in the next few min-
utes we will have an agreement on how 
to deal with the Baucus-Gramm mat-
ter. I think we have a reasonable sug-
gestion that can be agreed to. Cer-
tainly we hope so. 

Then when that is done, we will be 
able to go to third reading and final 
passage of the transportation appro-
priations bill tonight. There has been 
some suggestion that we carry this 
over until tomorrow, but as we know, 
things have a way of growing over-
night. 

The chairman and the ranking mem-
ber are absolutely right, as we are very 
close to completing this appropriations 
bill. So if Members will be patient a 
few more minutes, I think we can get it 
completed and go to final passage. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of all Senators, we will go 
tomorrow morning at 9:30 immediately 
to the reconciliation bill, which is the 
welfare package. Under the rules I 
think there are 10 hours allowed for 
that. Some of that time may be yielded 
back. So we would spend the bulk of 
the day tomorrow on that issue with 
the vote coming sometime late tomor-
row afternoon. I believe the Demo-
cratic leader would appreciate it com-
ing later on in the afternoon. We will 
work with him to get a time that 
meets with his needs. 

Then we would go to some conference 
reports that may be available. Re-
corded votes may be requested on 
those—legislative appropriations, D.C. 
appropriations. Then we would hope to 
take up the HUD-VA appropriations 
bills tomorrow night, and stay with 
that until we have other conference re-
ports that may be available. 

There has been an agreement reached 
and the conferees’ signatures acquired 
on the health insurance reform pack-
age. Senator KASSEBAUM, Senator KEN-
NEDY, many others have done a lot of 
good work on that. So we should be 
able to take up that health insurance 
package on Friday. 

I understand agreement has also been 
reached on the safe drinking water con-
ference report, which is a very impor-
tant bill. And we have sort of a dead-
line on that one. If we do not act on it 

by Friday, there is some $725 million 
that would move over into another 
fund. So really good work is being 
done. 

Also, there has been a press con-
ference this afternoon with regard to 
the terrorism task force efforts. We 
have had our colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle working with the Chief of 
Staff and the White House. And they 
had announced earlier this afternoon, 
or about 2 hours ago, that they had 
made substantial progress. We believe 
we can take up an agreed-to package 
on the terrorism issue hopefully tomor-
row or Friday. 

So a lot of good work has been done 
today. We will have this final vote here 
hopefully in just a few minutes and 
begin with welfare reform in the morn-
ing. Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1997 

The Senate continued with consider-
ation of the bill. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5146 
(Purpose: To prevent the Department of 

Transportation from penalizing Maine or 
New Hampshire for non-compliance with 
federal vehicle weight limitations) 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. President, on behalf 

of myself, Senator SNOWE, Senator 
SMITH, and Senator GREGG, I send an 
amendment to the desk and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Maine [Mr. COHEN], for 

himself, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SMITH, and Mr. 
GREGG, proposes an amendment numbered 
5146. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
Insert at the appropriate place: 
No funds appropriated under this act shall 

be used to levy penalties prior to September 
1, 1997 on the States of Maine or New Hamp-
shire based on non-compliance with federal 
vehicle weight limitations. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. President, this is an 
amendment that pertains to the States 
of Maine and New Hampshire, dealing 
with weight limit for trucks. 

We have worked in close conjunction 
with the Senator from New Jersey, the 
Senator from Montana, and the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. They have 
agreed that the amendment should be 
adopted. It would defer imposition of 
penalties or the use of funds to impose 
penalties prior to September 1, 1997. 

That is acceptable to both sides. 
Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 

think this is a good solution to a dif-
ficult problem. I commend the Sen-
ators from New Hampshire and Maine 
for their cooperation here. We accept it 
on this side. 

Mr. HATFIELD. Mr. President, the 
amendment has been one of long stand-
ing on our list. I am happy to be able 
to dispose of it. 

It has been cleared, as indicated by 
the Senator from Maine, by the author-
izing committees, by the ranking mem-
ber, as well as the chairman of the au-
thorizing committee, and has been 
cleared by the two managers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

The amendment (No. 5146) was agreed 
to. 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I move to recon-
sider the vote. 

Mr. HATFIELD. I move to table the 
motion. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5147 TO AMENDMENT NO. 5141 
Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I send a 

second-degree amendment to the desk 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Texas [Mr. GRAMM], for 

himself, Mr. BOND, Mr. COATS, Mr. ABRAHAM, 
Mr. FAIRCLOTH, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. LEVIN, 
and Mr. WARNER, proposes an amendment 
numbered 5147 to Amendment No. 5141. 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
At the end of the amendment, add the fol-

lowing: 
SEC. . Prior to September 30, 1996, the 

Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary 
of Transportation shall conduct a review of 
the reporting of excise tax data by the De-
partment of the Treasury to the Department 
of Transportation for fiscal year 1994 and its 
impact on the allocation of Federal-aid high-
ways. 

If the President certifies that all of the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 

1. A significant error was made by Treas-
ury in its estimate of Highway Trust Fund 
revenues collected in fiscal year 1994; 

2. The error is fundamentally different 
from errors routinely made in such esti-
mates in the past; 

3. The error is significant enough to justify 
that fiscal year 1997 apportionments and al-
locations of Highway Trust Funds be ad-
justed; and finds that the provision in B ap-
propriately corrects these deficiencies, then 
subsection B will be operative. 
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